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Rejoice progressive rock fans! The Nice has returned. Well, in a sense they have, now introduced as Keith Emerson and The Nice, which is no surprise considering what the keyboardist has accomplished since the bands inception.
I remember visiting my brother in Boston when I was 16 and checking out his album collection and finding a red vinyl LP of The Nice. At that time, I did not have clue, if I only knew then what I knew now.

Well it seems like it is never too late, with bands reforming for one last show, or CD and DVDs coming out and even better, reissues. There is a multitude of ways to relive the past in music now. Vivacitas-Live At Glasgow 2002 is one of those special events captured for those to relive their past or for the uninitiated to discover who some of the pioneers of prog-rock were. 
What makes this set so enjoyable is the fact that you get select tracks from the catalogs of The Nice and ELP, what more can you ask for? An interview disc? Well, you get that too; the only thing that is missing now is the DVD so maybe that is next? 
With the exception of the worn out vocals of Lee Jackson, who sounds like he has been on a diet of Camel straights and JD for many years, this is an outstanding performance. Emerson is brilliant, particularly on the 21-minute exposé of the ELP marathon “Tarkus.” Emerson is in a league with Rick Wakeman, and it is a very exclusive club. He was one of the very first keyboard wizards to take classical music and shape and mold it to fit a rock band in an imaginative and intelligent way while giving due respect to its creators. It is interesting how ancient music then became progressive, and it still is.
This is a pricy import but well worth admission.
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Rating-9/10
	Disc One
01. America/Rondo   (11:13)  

02. Little Arabella  (4:57)  

03. She Belongs to Me  (6:21)  

04. The Cry of Eugene   (5:02) 

05. Hang on to a Dream  (10:30)  

06. Country Pie   (5:570  

07. Karelia Suite   (7:58)
	Disc Two

08. A Blade of Grass  ( 2:11)  

09. A Cajun Alley   (4:11)  

10. Tarkus (21:00)  

11. Hoe Down  (5:06)  

12. Fanfare for the Common Man  (7:55)  

13. Honky Tonk Blues  (6:05)
	Disc Three

14. Interview With Chris Welch 2001  Emerson, Nice  22:27  


